THE   SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

The title of Vasudeva was claimed, in Krishna's
life-time, by a rival of his, " the heroic and mighty
Vasudeva, King of Pundra." This chief is said to
have " represented himself as a divine personage
and to have borne the signs of a Vasudeva." He
is also said to have fancied himself to be " the
Vasudeva/' who had come down upon earth.1
This king, who was defeated and killed by Krishna,
evidently claimed divine honours, as the Sun-god
personified.

Krishna appears to have more or less adopted
Aryan customs. He was on very friendly terms
-with the Brahmans, and is represented as washing
their feet.2 He was, in fact, their champion.
Krishna and his allies were engaged in frequent
wars with other chiefs, many of whom are called
Asuras. These were probably rulers of unre-
generate tribes, who had not yet come undef
Brahmanical influence.

Amongst the kings despoiled by Krishna and his
confederates, was the Naga raj a of Takshasila, who
lost Kurukshetra and the forest of Khandava, or
most of the country between the Sutlej and the
Jumna rivers.3

In many of the coimicts referred to, Krishna was

1 Mahabharata,  Sabha,  Rajasuyarambha,  p.  xiv.

Ib., Digvijaya, p. xxx.
a Ib., Sabha, Rajasuyaka, p. xxxv.
3 Ibv Adi, Khandavadaha, p. ccxxix.
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